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If you would, please turn in your Bibles to Acts chapter 3.

Last week we started in Acts chapter three. Chapter three opens up with Peter and John heading into the temple for their afternoon prayers.

As they were going about their daily business they noticed a man lying there begging. He was lame, and had been from birth.
 
For forty years someone brought this man to the temple daily to beg for coins with the hope that he would earn enough to eat that day.

It was three in the afternoon, the peak time of the day. The temple was busy, crowded, and noise. Worshipers were coming and going, seeking to offer both prayers and offerings. 

And they all had busy lives to get back to once they were finished there.

In the mists of all this Peter and John, led by the Spirit, look down and say to this man; “I have no silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!” (Acts 3:6)

The man then gets up, walking and leaping as he praised God!

Peter and John use what they have to bless this man whom most people would have simply walked by.

I have a video clip from a TV show called “What Would You Do?”
I’ll be honest I have never watched this show, so please do not take my using this clip as in anyway indorsing the show.

I simply think this has something to say to us that is relevant as we look at our text this morning in light of the holiday season ahead of us.

So let’s watch it. Guys you would go ahead and cue the video. 

“We are here to make a difference…period.”

I am wondering, how many of you, if you were in that line with the woman clearly trying to buy food for her baby would help her?

As God’s people we are called to use our worldly possessions that God has given to us to bless and do help others.

When God used Peter and John to heal that lame man is certainly made a difference in the life of that lame man. 

This morning, as God moved through His people to give to the special love offering, I know it will make a difference in the life of Bryan and Jane and their family.

I would guess that most of us here this morning, if we saw someone who was in real need and we had it in our means to help them we would.

But as I watched the woman in the video searching through her purse trying to find some way to pay for her groceries, she had a job, she had government aid, but she just couldn’t make it on her own, it just wasn’t enough.

Here fervent searching made me think; every day we come in contact with people, who are searching fervently. And I am not just talking about searching for grocery money. 

All around us are people searching for meaning and purpose, hope and love. They are searching for a way to deal with their guilt and sin.

Many of them don’t even know what they are searching for so they try anything, work, money, “success”, drugs, alcohol, whatever ever the world tells them will give them a feeling of completeness, wholeness.

They are doing the best they can, but without Christ they cannot do it on their own. They are trying. But at the end of the day they are coming up short. All of their own efforts are just not enough.

And here we are standing in line with them, shoulder to shoulder. For many of us we will be sitting across the table from them sharing a meal with them this week.

Are we going to just stand there, ignore their real need? Turn away because we don’t want to get involved? We are in a hurry. We don’t want to upset them or start a family ruckus?

Peter and John were busy, on their way to pray, to worship when they offered the man the best they could. They offered him Jesus Christ.

And when the man responded in faith and took Peter’s hand he stood up and walked for the first time in his life and the man followed Peter and John into the Temple leaping and praising God.

Then as they came out the Temple a huge crowd began to gather in what was called the portico of Solomon. (The portico of Solomon was like a long hall. One side was flanked with the outer wall of the temple, the other side was made up of columns and it opened up out into the courtyard.)

And everyone was amazed at what they had seen. 

They knew this guy. They saw him every day begging in the same place. 
And now he was leaping and walking and praising God. So as the crowd is gathered around, Peter explains to them what just happened; what God had done. 

Peter wants them to know that it was not by his own power or goodness that this man was healed, but by faith in the name of Jesus Christ that he was healed. 

He doesn’t want them to miss the real blessing here. Yes the man was physically healed, but the real blessing is in coming to know and have faith in who Jesus Christ is and what He has done for you.

So Peter, for the second time in Acts sees a crowd gather and again he begins to preach.

The lame man was healed by faith in the name of Jesus. So who is this Jesus?

If we are going to offer true help, true blessing to those around us, searching, maybe it would be good for us to remind ourselves of who Jesus is as we walk though Peter’s sermon.

If I asked you describe Jesus, how would you describe Him to someone? Lord and savior? Sure.

When Peter told the lame man to get up and walk he did so by saying “In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!”

That phrase “in the name of” packs a lot of meaning. And in Peter’s sermon that follows he unpacks this. 

Here in the second part of chapter three Peter is going to describe just who this Jesus is.

 1. First of all, Jesus is God’s “servant.” 

Peter says in Acts 3:12-13: “And when Peter saw it he addressed the people: “Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we have made him walk? 13 The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his servant Jesus, whom you delivered over and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release him.

When Peter calls Jesus God’s “servant” he uses a term every Jew in that audience would have understood. They would have thought back to the prophet Isaiah. 

Five hundred years before Jesus was born, Isaiah devoted a great deal of his time writing about one who was to come, called “the servant of God” (Is.42-53). 

This Servant would be chosen by the Lord, endowed with the Spirit, and unlike Israel obedient to God in every way. 

His mission would be to bring the rebellious Jewish nation back to God. 

And he would be a light to all the nations of the earth. He was also to suffer. 

Isaiah described him as “despised and forsaken of men, a man of sorrows, acquainted with grief.” 

Yet Isaiah said that God would also greatly exalt him. This is Jesus. This is what Peter says about him right here. 

He says even though you delivered him up and disowned him when Pilate was ready to release him, God glorified him; God highly exalted him.

Jesus Christ, the Nazarene, was the embodiment of what it means to be a servant of God. He was humble. He was strong. He was compassionate. 

Jesus came to serve God and save you! And;
2. Second, Jesus is “the Holy and Righteous One.” 

Peter says in 3:14, “But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you…”. 

When the angel Gabriel appeared to Mary to announce her pregnancy he said, “the holy child shall be called the Son of God.” 

Thirty years later, at the very beginning of Jesus ministry, he was confronted by a man with a demon, who cried out when he saw him, “Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God.” 

He was righteous and just. Not the kind of self-righteousness we all loathe, but an attractive, winsome kind of righteousness. 

Peter, who had lived with him for three years said in 1 Peter 2:22 that, “He committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in his mouth.” 

Imagine living with someone for three years and never hearing one single unkind or untrue word come from their mouth! 
But Peter was his friend. How about his enemies? 

On one occasion Jesus asked those who would later deliver him over to death, “Which one of you convicts me of sin?” 

None of them could come up with a single thing. 

So at his trial, they had to trump up charges. He himself said, “I always do the things that please the Father.” 

The thief on the cross agreed and said, “…this man has done nothing wrong.” 

Even Pilate said, “I find no guilt in him.” 

Jesus Christ, the Nazarene is the Holy and Righteous One, yet, Peter says “you asked for a murderer to be released instead.”

Can you imagine if your friends, your spouse, described you as holy and righteous?

All of us long to be holy and righteous. Yet we all know how short we fall. 

One of the most wonderful things about the gospel is that we get to exchange our sin for Christ’s holiness and righteousness. 

Did you know that? Galatians says that “all those who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourself with Christ.” (Gal. 3:27). 

So the holiness and righteousness of Jesus is God’s gift to you and it covers you like clothing. When God sees you he doesn’t see your sin, he sees HIS righteousness!

Jesus is the servant of God, and he is holy and righteous. And:
3. Third, Jesus is the “Prince of Life.” 

Look at 3:15. “…you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses.

Some translation put this as the “Prince” of life but the Greek here means “author” or “originator.” 

So, instead of one who gives life they preferred a murderer who took away life. 
In the opening verses of John’s Gospel, John called Jesus the Word made flesh and said “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him and apart from him nothing came into being that has come into being. In him was life and the life was the Light of men.” 

Jesus was the Creator; he was and is the author of Life! And the resurrection confirms that. 

Death couldn’t hold the author of life in its grip!

That’s what we all want, isn’t it? We all want life, not just a dreary existence, but life that’s full and exciting. That’s what Jesus gives. 

And it’s not just for here on earth, not just for the few years we live now but it’s for now and it is for all eternity. 

For some of you this is your first holiday season without a parent, loved one or friend who died this past year. So take comfort in this. 

Jesus is the Prince of Life. Your believing loved one is with him. Jesus said, “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life... I go to prepare a place for you, that where I am you may be also.” 

Jesus is a servant of God, holy and righteous, the prince of life and:
4. Fourth, Jesus is the one who suffered in fulfillment of prophecy. 

I enjoy the power of Scripture. Knowing the fulfillment of prophecy in Scripture can really grab the attention of some unbelievers/

Up until this point in his sermon, Peter has laid the guilt for the death of Jesus at the feet of his listeners. 

He said, “You delivered and disowned him...you asked for a murderer instead...you put to death the Prince of Life.” 

But now he looks at this from another angle. In vv.17–20 he says: “…now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18 But what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled. 19 Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out 20 that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord…”

He’s not excusing their sin. They knew that the Old Testament made distinctions between sins of ignorance and willful sin. 

Remember what Jesus said on the cross, “Father forgive them for they do not know what they are doing.” 

They should have known, but they didn’t know who Jesus was. But even though they didn’t know what they were doing, God knew what He was doing. 

What happened to Jesus on the cross was fulfillment of ancient prophecy. It was part of God’s plan. 

But they still needed to repent. And if they repented and turned to God he would wipe away their sins and bring times of refreshing. 

You see, there was a purpose behind the cross. The cross was necessary. 

It’s the only way your sin could be wiped away—to have Jesus pay for it.

Anyone here need to have your sins wiped away? Anyone burdened by a load of shame and guilt? 

Anyone need to feel the relief and refreshment of knowing that God through Christ gives you a clean slate every day? 

I heard about a guy who was at the post office in the last days before Christmas. After helping him out, the postal clerk asked the standard question: “Is there anything else I can do for you?” 

The man just muttered, “Yeah, can you help me pay for Christmas?” 

Without missing a beat, she replied, “He already paid for it.” 

When you think about it, it’s true. Christ paid for Christmas. He may not pay your Visa bill, but all that you enjoy in terms of spiritual blessings, forgiveness, refreshment, hope—Christ paid for!

Jesus the servant who is holy and righteous the prince of life and the fulfillment of prophecy. And:
5. Fifth, Jesus is the One who will come again and restore all things. 

Look at 3:20–21. “…that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, 21 whom heaven must receive until the time for restoring all the things about which God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets long ago.

We not only look to the cross and what Jesus did do to pay for our sins, but we also look forward to his second coming as well. 

This is the age we live in. We live in anticipation. It is the Christmas Eve of Christ second coming.

Christ was sent from heaven once, and he’ll be sent once again. 

Peter describes this as “the time for restoring of all things.” 

This will include the restoration of all creation. Scripture says sin has impacted creation and nature so that it too groans. 

We see this in natural disasters like what happened in the Philippians and diseases and the depletion of our natural resources.

But with the next coming of Jesus we look forward to the restoration of all things. Creation will be set free from its slavery. 

And we’ll be given restored, glorified bodies that aren’t subject to death and decay.

Jesus the servant of God who is holy and righteous the prince of life and the fulfillment of prophecy, the one who will come again. And:
6. Sixth, Jesus is the “prophet” that Moses and others spoke of. 

Look at 3:22–24. “Moses said, ‘The Lord God will raise up for you a prophet like me from your brothers. You shall listen to him in whatever he tells you. 23 And it shall be that every soul who does not listen to that prophet shall be destroyed from the people.’ 24 And all the prophets who have spoken, from Samuel and those who came after him, also proclaimed these days.

Way back in the book of Deuteronomy, Moses warned his people against using magical practices to discover God’s will, which is what so many of the nations around them did. 

Instead, he says that God would raise up a prophet for them like Moses. 

The idea is that he would have the ability to know and declare God’s will. And God did that; he raised up many prophets throughout Israel’s history, who helped them understand what God wanted them to do at various times. 

But they still looked forward to one final prophet, the greatest of all, who would declare God’s will in kind of a final sense. 

Today, people are desperate for truth. People want a prophet to tell them how to live. We want to know what God’s will is. 

We want to stop depending on the shifting opinions of cultural experts. 

We live in a day when our politicians lie, our cultural heroes (sports, entertainment) lie. Who can we trust to tell us the truth? 

Who can we trust to tell us God’s will? 

It’s an important choice. Peter says if you don’t pay heed to this prophet you will be destroyed and cut off from God’s people. 

The whole matter of who we listen to and who we pay heed to is a matter of life and death.

Jesus said, “If you continue in my word...you will know the truth and the truth will set you free” (Jn.8:31-32). 

You and I need to pay heed to the prophet, Jesus. We need to listen to him.

Jesus the servant of God who is holy and righteous the prince of life and the fulfillment of prophecy, the one who will come again and prophet.

And:
7. Finally, Jesus is the seed of Abraham who brings blessing to all.

Look at how Peter closes the sermon in 3:25–26. “You are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant that God made with your fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘And in your offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed.’ 
26 God, having raised up his servant, sent him to you first, to bless you by turning every one of you from your wickedness.”

The promise to Abraham, made several thousand years ago, was a promise that through his seed not just the Jews but all the nations of the earth would be blessed. 

And that seed was Jesus Christ “sent to bless you by turning every one of you from your wicked ways.” 

You might say the Jews had first “crack” at that blessing, for Jesus himself was a Jew. 

But that blessing is promised to each and every one of us.

This is the message of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, was sent not to condemn us, not to judge us, but to bless us. 

And that’s what we all want—God’s blessing and that is the best thing we can offer those around us who are so desperately in need.

CONCLUSION

Silver and gold have I none? Maybe. But what I do have, in earthly treasure and in heavenly treasure I need to give away; to use what I have to bless others and show them who Jesus Christ is.

Jesus Christ is the servant who is holy and righteous the prince of life and the fulfillment of prophecy, the one who will come again, a prophet, and the seed of Abraham who brings blessings to all.

Your understanding of who Christ is with the power of the Holy Spirit can bring hope to those who are fervently searching and can’t make it on their own.

[bookmark: _GoBack]This Thanksgiving, count your blessing and bless those around you who are fervently seeking truth!

Benediction  
“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.” (Num. 6:24-26) 
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